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Amid a collective groan from driving enthusiasts everywhere, today Nissan announced that it plans to

be first to put electronic steer-by-wire technology into production cars. Replacing the rack and pinion

with a mix of wires and processors, the Japanese automaker’s new system will control the tires

independently from the steering inputs. 

Nissan’s steer-by-wire system follows the same logic as the fly-by-wire systems found in aircraft (which

have been controversial in their own right). By processing steering inputs against a bevy of variables

such as speed and vehicle direction, the process tries to correct for driver error—swing the wheel

wildly, and the car turns subtly rather than careening off the road, because the computer system

knows that's probably not what you intended. 

Although enthusiasts refer to this as "video-game driving", arguing that it removes the driver’s

connection to the road, it could lead to a safer future for everyday drivers. In the event of a skid or a

loss of control, for example, unless you’re experienced at driving on the limits of grip, there’s a good

chance anything you do with the wheel could worsen the station. A steer-by-wire system circumvents

those bad driver inputs, and uses data to keep your vehicle stable. Fun or not, it’s the natural next

step in automotive safety technologies, much in the same vein as anti-lock brakes and traction

control. 

According to Nissan, steer-by-wire will find it’s way into select models by its luxury brand Infiniti within

the next year, and it’s not the only safety technology the company plans to implement. Today Nissan

also revealed its plans for an "Autonomous Emergency Steering System". Taking the fully electronic

steering setup a step further, this system will warn the driver of a threat by suggesting evasive action

and, if the driver doesn't respond, automatically take control of the steering to avoid the threat. 

Add on to that last week’s announcement of a system that corrects for "pedal misapplication" and it

seems Nissan is suddenly pushing headlong into the forefront of technology to save drivers from

ourselves. "The ultimate goal is to reduce fatalities involving our brands to 'substantially zero,'"

Tetsuya Iijima said in a release. "In our minds, there is no such thing as an acceptable fatality." 
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That plan appears to entail the incremental removal of the biggest variable Nissan can’t account for:

the driver. 
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Gboly Odulate · Temple University

Dumbest idea ever. Remind me to stay clear of Nissan. People are supposed to drive cars and not
the other way around. Cars are not planes. Hilariously stupid and superfluous on Nissan's part.
Perfect example of people with nothing better to do. Someone's run out of ideas..

Reply ·  · Like · April 8, 2013 at 11:28am2

Sam Coho · Financial Advisor at AXA Advisors, LLC

The infinity line already offers adaptive cruise control as well as safety shield technology that allows
the vehicle to stop or slow down when something is in front of it it only makes sense to implement
this into their vehicles. what is the overall goal of driving in the first place? To get where you are
going fast and safe. The most efficient way to do that would be to take the driver out of the picture
entirely. Just imagine a world where everyone knows how to merge properly. To all of you who think
this idea is taking the driver out of control and putting a computer in, how many of you use cruise
control? Its the same idea; to make life easier for you.

Reply · Like · April 10, 2013 at 11:01pm

Joey Arteaga · Sales and Marketing Manager at MicroBiz

So who's getting the blame if the electronics fail... No thank you. I would rather know the limits of my
car and drive accordingly then to have a computer and sensors drive it for me.

Reply ·  · Like · October 17, 2012 at 12:30pm2

Andrew Stein · Works at Being Awesome

If I wanted a computer diving my car, id buy a google prius.....

Reply ·  · Like · October 17, 2012 at 3:57pm2

Timothy Linde ·  Top Commenter

This sort of thing could kill people. On a daily basis dodging deer or other animals along with
potholes, ditches and downed trees it involved a lot of split second course corrections at high
speed. Something like this trying to keep you from doing what is intended could have deadly
results.

Reply ·  · Like · October 17, 2012 at 2:37pm1

Vincent Wolf ·  Top Commenter · Colorado State University

Nissan is taking a wrong step here. I can imagine how much more expensive to fix--mostly would require full
replacement for failed parts. No thanks.

Reply ·  · Like · October 17, 2012 at 1:47pm1

Barbara Simpson · Community Health at Vancouver Coastal Health

I have bought many Nissan cars but now witht his new system I will change to another brand,

Reply ·  · Like · October 17, 2012 at 2:52pm1

Dave Taylor ·  Top Commenter · Medellín, Antioquia

Mark Megdanoff A Nissan made in TN or MS is more American than a GM car made in
China. Where are the components made. Every car is made worldwide.

Reply · Like · November 26, 2012 at 9:19am

Jacob Fausett · Painted Post, New York

There will be multiple fail safes just like throttle by wire, and like throttle by wire will soon be across
the board for all manufactures I'm sure.

Reply · Like · October 29, 2012 at 2:21pm

http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/news/fuel-economy/the-100-hottest-cars-of-all-time?click=try&link=the-100-hottest-cars-of-all-time
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/skills/know-your-stuff-the-110-best-diy-tips-ever?click=try&link=know-your-stuff-the-110-best-diy-tips-ever
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/gadgets/reviews/101-gadgets-that-changed-the-world?click=try&link=101-gadgets-that-changed-the-world
https://www.facebook.com/gboly.odulate
https://www.facebook.com/gboly.odulate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Temple-University/112884208722772
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_503411_172763536213266&h=RAQF561_z&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/samcoho
https://www.facebook.com/samcoho
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Financial-Advisor/137263866310699
https://www.facebook.com/axaadvisorsllc
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_509414_173652766124343&h=MAQGrS0Ru&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sales-and-Marketing-Manager/128524610525289
https://www.facebook.com/MicroBiz
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_81870_116105091879111&h=2AQGJMQ7A&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/andrew.stein.5
https://www.facebook.com/andrew.stein.5
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Being-Awesome/142124219143153
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_83234_116158558540431&h=rAQGi_9p2&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/trlinde
https://www.facebook.com/trlinde
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_83129_116143341875286&h=HAQHlBspr&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-State-University/112424965440042
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_83055_116132061876414&h=iAQE76z3o&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/B.Simpsonson
https://www.facebook.com/B.Simpsonson
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Community-Health/199488083397608
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vancouver-Coastal-Health/109283445756953
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_83150_116146305208323&h=4AQFYJzE9&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Medell%C3%ADn-Antioquia/111841478834264
https://www.facebook.com/jacob.fausett
https://www.facebook.com/jacob.fausett
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Painted-Post-New-York/104104469624693
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fcars%2Fnews%2Fauto-blog%2Fnissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_116090691880551_110460_120078381481782&h=HAQHlBspr&s=1


ABOUT
POPULAR MECHANICS

Digital Edition

About Us

Press Room

Privacy Policy

Your California Privacy Rights

Terms of Use

Site Map

Contact Us

Community Guidelines

Advertise Online

About Our Ads

POPULARMECHANICS.COM

Automotive

Technology

Science

Home How-To

Outdoors

DIY Central

STUFF MEN LIKE

Men's Shoes 2014

Home Inspection
Checklist

2014 Mercedes CLA250

10 Science Fiction
Movies

Matching Shirts & Ties

REVIEWS

Ford F-150

3D Printers

Tuxedo 101

24 Whiskey Drinks

6 Zero Turn Mowers

5 Tablet Reviews

HOW TO

How to Tie a Tie

How to Grow a Beard

5 Painting Tips

How to Make Pancakes

How to Build a Shed

How to Make Beer

TRENDING

Latest Jeans & Denim

Watches for Men

Cadillac CTS Review

New Cars 2014 & 2015

3 Steps to Tying a Scarf

2014 Geneva Auto
Show

©2014 Hearst Communication, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Being Green / Why did I get this ad?

http://www.popularmechanics.com/ams/amsClick?pos_id=2355&campaign_id=8771&creative_id=20950&site_id=27&top_level_section_prefix=cars&full_url=/cars/news/auto-blog/nissan-will-put-drive-by-wire-in-2013-cars-13818193
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/about-us
http://www.hearst.com/press-room/index.php
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/privacy-policy
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/privacy-policy#california
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/terms-of-use
http://www.popularmechanics.com/sitemap
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/contact-us
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/community-guidelines
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/advertise-online-pm
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/about-our-ads
http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/outdoors/
http://www.popularmechanics.com/how-to/
http://www.esquire.com/style/mens-shoes
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/improvement/interior/4271761?src=mens-footer
http://www.caranddriver.com/news/2014-mercedes-benz-cla250-cla250-4matic-first-drive-review?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/digital/fact-vs-fiction/4256186?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/the-side/style-guides/shirt-and-tie-combo-tips-2011?src=mens-footer
http://www.caranddriver.com/ford/f-150?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/3d-printer-news/
http://www.esquire.com/the-side/style-guides/formal-tuxedo-styles?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/features/drinking/whiskey-drinks?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/reviews/outdoor-tools/1273471?src=mens-footer
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/product-reviews/electronics-computers/tablet-pc-reviews/?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/style/how-to-tie-a-tie-easy?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/style/tips/how-to-grow-a-beard?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/improvement/interior/4286872?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/features/make-pancakes-0509?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/how-to-plans/sheds/1276536?src=mens-footer
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home/how-to-plans/4324487?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/style/mens-jeans
http://www.esquire.com/style/mens-watches
http://www.caranddriver.com/cadillac/cts?src=mens-footer
http://www.caranddriver.com/?src=mens-footer
http://www.esquire.com/blogs/mens-fashion/how-to-tie-a-scarf-1013
http://www.caranddriver.com/2014-geneva-auto-show
http://www.facebook.com/popularmechanics
http://twitter.com/PopMech
https://plus.google.com/114667117187836204196
http://www.popularmechanics.com/about/oba-policy
http://www.hearst.com/beinggreen/

